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CHAPTER 4

HIBIT 4.4 All thinking is defined by the eight elements that comprise it.

Eight basic structures are present in all thinking: Whenever we think, we think for a purpose withj,
point of view based on assumptions leading to implications and consequences. We use concepts, idg
and theories to interpret data, facts, and experiences to answer questions, solve problems, and resoly

issues.

Thinking, then:

B generates purposes

W raises questions

® uses information

B uses concepts

B makes inferences

® makes assumptions

® generates implications

®m embodies a point of view

CONTEXT - ConN
Point of View Purpose 9
frames of reference, goal, 7N
perspective, objective,
. orientations function
world view
Implications
and Questio
consequences at issue
| that which follows problem, issug
.. logically, effects ELEMENTS
Assumptions THOUGHT Information
presuppositions, data, facts, reason
axioms, taking observations,
for granted experienc
reaso
Concepts Interpretation
theories, and inference ;
definitions, laws, conclusions, g
principles, solutions g
models
CONTEXT CON

Let us now examine, at least provisionally, each of these crucial con
will be using them throughout this book, so it is essential for them ¢
a comfortable part of your own critical thinking vocabulary. As your
initial explanations, see whether you can elaborate upon them in your 0
with an example drawn from your own experience.

By reasoning, we mean to make sense of something by giving it som
in one’s mind. Virtually all thinking is part of our sense-making activitie
scratching at the door and think, “It’s the dog.” We see dark cloudsin tl}
think, “It looks like rain.” Some of this activity operates at a subconscl
For example, all the sights and sounds about me have meaning for mi
my explicitly noticing that they do. Most of our reasoning is unspec



